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            WORSHIP AT THE ABBEY DURING JANUARY 
[bookmark: _Hlk214118971]     Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer are said every weekday at 9.00am and 5.30pm   

	Thursday 1st     
	 
	Holy Communion BCP   
	10.00am   

	Sunday 4th      
	 Epiphany
	  Sung Eucharist CW
	11.00am   

	
	
	  Sung Evensong
	 6.30pm

	Tuesday 6th     
	 
	Said Eucharist CW   
	 7.00pm   

	Thursday 8th     
	 
	Holy Communion BCP   
	10.00am   

	Sunday 11th      
	 Baptism of Jesus
	Sung Eucharist CW 
	  11.00am 

	Tuesday 13th    
	 
	Said Eucharist CW  
	  7.00pm 

	Thursday 15th     
	 MU Corporate Communion
	Holy Communion BCP 
	10.00am 

	Sunday 18th   
	 Second Sunday of Epiphany
	Sung Eucharist CW 
	11.00am 

	
	With Churches Together in Bourne 
	Service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
	  6.30pm

	Tuesday 20th   
	 
	Said Eucharist CW 
	  7.00pm 

	Thursday 22nd 
	
	  Holy Communion BCP
	10.00am

	Sunday 25th 
	The Conversion of Saint Paul
	Said Eucharist CW
	  9.00am

	
	
	All Age Eucharist 
	11.00am

	Tuesday 27th 
	
	Said Eucharist CW
	  7.00pm

	Thursday 29th 
	
	Holy Communion BCP
	10.00am

	Sunday 1st 
	Candlemas
	
	


The Abbey is open during the hours of daylight.             Do come in. to pray, to light a candle                or just to enjoy a moment of peace and quiet.                                          


 We welcome the names of those who are ill or awaiting an operation so that prayers may be offered for them.  We also welcome the names of loved ones departed to be inscribed in the Abbey’s Book of Remembrance.                   Contact Churchwarden Jennifer Maclean.     
                         
    From the Abbey’s Book of Remembrance  for January
    1st    Hazel Morgan    :    2nd    Patricia Leverton    :    3rd      Jean Miller
    4th    John Edwards    :    5th    Carole Harry
    6th    John Bentley   :    Karen Paterson    :    George Pickett
   7th    Myra Mason   ;   Jill Kee
   8th    Paul Bennett   :    Christine Orbell   :    Neville Groves
10th    Dorothy Wright    :    11th    May Vaughan   :    Mary Partridge
12th    Constance King    :    13th     Robert Cripps   :    George Vickers
14th   Florence Treadwell   :    Rosita Leicester
15th   Gerald Swain   :    Sandie Rhodes   :    Pearl Holden
16th    Betty Colvin   :    Keith Barnard     :    18th   Marjorie Munns
20th    Edwin Danby   :    Doris Hitchens   :    Philip Wells   :    Leslie Troop
21st    Michael Barker   :     23rd   :    Elsie Cheetham   :    Elsie Chadwick
24th    Patrick Carvath   :    Laura Brooks   :    Fay Gurteen
[image: Birds on a branch with leaves

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]25th    Marjorie Smith   :    27th     Freda Thorold                                               
28th   David Inkel      :     29th    Kathleen Lambert

[image: A black and white text on a white background
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Dear Friends in Christ,  
[bookmark: _Hlk216446825]
As we journey through our lives, society seems to insist that we should never be content, but rather that we should be always striving for something bigger and better. From an early age we are taught to push, to climb and to chase. But, this constant pushing, climbing and chasing runs in direct opposition to our Christian calling. The rhythm of the Christian life should be one of rest, gratitude and the deep contentment that comes from recognising how God’s faithfulness is already at work in our lives. We are called to ‘grow and press forward’ (Philippians 3:13-14), but we are also called to ‘be still and know … God’ (Psalm 46:10). Such ‘knowing’ includes recognizing how far God has already brought us.
To be constantly striving is to create an ever-widening distance between ourselves and God. To avoid this there needs to come a moment when we stop measuring our worth by future milestones. We need to stop saying, ‘I will be happy when …’, and we need to start saying, ‘Thank you, Lord, for the here and now.’ Today is a gift. The people in our lives, the prayers God has already answered and the growth we have already seen are not small things. These are the evidence of God’s grace in our lives.
When Martha was busy striving, Jesus said of Mary, who sat at his feet, ‘Mary has chosen the better part’ (Luke 10:42). The better way was not found in doing more, but in being with Jesus – in the moment, in the present. Jesus reminds Martha, and us, that peace and joy are not distant goals, but realities available when we abide in him.
So many of us are waiting for the ‘next thing’, in the hope that we will feel fulfilled. But Christ offers joy now, and not just when the dream turns into reality – if it ever does! Joy is found in obedience today, in gratitude today, in recognizing that we are already deeply loved and fully seen.
So, how do we find ‘Joy in the Present’? 
We need to pause and reflect, regularly taking time to look back in order that we might see how God has moved in our lives.
We need  to practise gratitude, making thankfulness a daily discipline; not for the things we hope to receive, but for the things we already have.
We need to celebrate small wins. Whether it is forgiving someone, reading scripture more consistently, or making it through a period of uncertainty – acknowledge those ‘small wins’ because growth in Christ is always worth celebrating.
We need to stay present with God, not rushing past the quiet moments. We must let the Spirit speak in the stillness. 
And we must remember that we do not need to earn God’s love because it is already ours.
We may not be where we want to be but, by God’s grace, we are not where we used to be. At some point we need to turn our backs on those societal demands for the bigger and the better in order that we might find joy in what we have achieved already; in who we have already become; and in the presence of the God who has never left our side.
Let that be enough; let it be sacred; let it be joy.
A very happy and blessed New Year to you all,
[image: A colorful watercolor painting with white text]Fr Stephen 
  










‘You make known to me the path of life;                                             you will fill me with joy in your presence.’  Psalm 16.11
SO WHAT DO YOU ACTUALLY DO?                               by Churchwarden Vicky Buckman
The office of Churchwarden gained legal recognition as far back as the thirteenth century. Today, the law sets out who may be chosen and how the selection must take place. What the congregation usually sees, of course, is someone with their own pew, a rather dignified “staff” to mark the office, and a responsibility to hover at the back of church—meeting, greeting, and generally keeping a watchful eye on the Incumbent.
[image: ]In September, I joined Jenny and took on the shared responsibility for all the moveable furniture and ornaments of the church—and for ensuring their safety. If anything is stolen, it falls to us to take the necessary steps to recover it. We also accepted the duty of caring for the preservation, maintenance, and insurance of the entire fabric of the church. And, somewhat surprisingly, we even have the authority to remove anyone who is not attending a service.
Churches such as the Abbey have undergone countless changes since they were first built, and many a passing fad or fancy has left its mark. In earlier centuries, new fixtures and fittings could be added on a whim; today, every alteration requires the proper permissions. A glance around the Abbey reveals features that have been added, altered, or—in some cases—simply painted over. Behind the high altar, for example, a reredos was once constructed, only to be first painted over and parts were later entirely obscured beneath blue paint. It raises the question: when should we leave well enough alone, and when should we seek to preserve the ideas and vision of earlier worshippers and Incumbents?
We all know the Abbey leaks when it rains, and it would be wonderfully simple to strip off the existing roof and replace it with something cheaper and more durable than lead. But such work requires time, paperwork, money and someone properly qualified to repair church roofs.
[image: ]As I take on the role of Churchwarden, I’m keenly aware that it is simply “my turn” to care for this building, alongside Jenny. How much we preserve or modernise is a decision for us and the PCC, and it will require thoughtful discussion. Our hope is to make wise choices—ones that honour the past while safeguarding the Abbey for the congregations yet to come.

CANDLES, CAROLS & CHOCOLATE
The MU gathered to prepare for Christmas with an Advent carol service.  In the time- honoured tradition candles were lit to celebrate the coming of Jesus into our world. The central candle represented both Mary the mother of Jesus and her central role in our salvation story and also our fellowship in the Mothers’ Union which takes its inspiration from Mary’s example. This was lit for us by Ann Northen.
The first Advent candle is traditionally called the Prophet’s candle as it represents God’s promise of Hope. The next is the Bethlehem candle which reminds us of God’s Love in entering the world in human form.  The third candle is the Shepherds’ candle to show the Joy of the shepherds as they spread the glad tidings of the Messiah’s birth.  The last candle is the Angels’ candle representing their message of peace to all mankind.
Thank you to all who lit candles and did readings, and a special thank you to Eileen Palmer who accompanied our carol singing.
Tea and mince pies offered the usual opportunity for a catch up over a cuppa.
Our meeting was also a preparation for the Chocolate Tombola the MU was organising for the Christmas Nibble’n’Natter.  The mountain of chocolate which arrived was positively overwhelming and I thank members for their extraordinarily generous contributions.  The support at the coffee morning was excellent and most of the chocolate was won. It was cheering to see the pleasure the winners had in selecting their treat from the table. £68 was raised for church funds and the remaining chocolate was given to the Food Bank.
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 7th January for our AGM. See you all there!
Sarah Speers
NEW YEAR

Lord, may the ticking of the clock on New Year’s Eve
Teach us to value every minute,
So that we waste no time on evil,
But grasp every opportunity for doing good.
[image: ]May it teach us to value every hour:
Especially the hour of prayer
When we watch with Jesus,
And the hour of the Kingdom
When we rejoice with Him.
May it teach us to value every day
For now is the day of salvation,
And today is always the day of the Lord.
And may it remind us
That though we live in a world of time
Every second is a meeting point with eternity.
(from Peter Dainty’s Book of Blessings)
[image: ]
Thank you to all those who sent birthday cards or expressed their good wishes verbally on the occasion of my 90th birthday at the beginning of December. They are much appreciated. 
[image: A black and white drawing of a birthday cake

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]To reach such advanced years was a happy event after a long life and ministry of many different experiences, situations and the love and respect of so many people in many places. Thank you all.  I see my reaching 90 years as a matter not merely of achievement on my part but as a gift – a gift of God. I hope I have been able to thank Him for it.						  
   Once again, thank you for your love and support. 
In gratitude to all, Canon David 

GRANDPARENTING                                                                                               John Riley
About 20 years before I born, my father’s mother died of tuberculosis, and my mother’s father died from a legacy of the Great War.  At the time I was born, my surviving grandfather was aged nearly 81 and my grandmother was 59.  By a strange twist of numbers, when my first genetic grandchild (I have three step-grandchildren) was born in November my age was exactly halfway between these two.  It so happens that my granddaughter will have only one grandfather as well, and this leaves me in a very privileged position  but one which also carries a great feeling of responsibility.
[image: ]Although I was fairly close to my mother’s mother, I can’t say I was very close to my father’s father.  I “knew” him very well as, from the age of nine until fourteen, I saw him every Sunday when we sang together in the church choir; but he seemed a distant, unapproachable figure deserving much respect, and I felt nervous and awkward in his presence.  I seemed to have so little in common with him, even though he was my grandpa.       (L :  F E Riley )
Whether he had any direct influence on my and my siblings’ upbringing I will probably never know.  He was a product of the Victorian age who could recall the Golden Jubilee of 1887, who was too old to be conscripted in the Great War, and who had been an active member of the same church all through his life since his boyhood.  He had lived in the house where I was later born for over 36 years before my parents married and moved in while he and his second wife moved out to a smaller house about 10 minutes’ walk away.  I can remember going to visit him now and again, but there was never any obvious show of an emotional attachment (I was, after all, his fourth grandchild – all boys up to then!).
Having “got into” family history in a serious way about twenty years ago, I have said so often “How I wish I had felt able to talk to my grandparents about their life and families”.  You can find out a tremendous amount of genealogical information online from a myriad sources these days, but there are some things you can only find out from someone who was there at the time.
So I am determined to have a much closer relationship with my granddaughter – and any additions there may be – so that she doesn’t say the same things about me when I am
 no longer around.  The world changed enormously during my grandfather’s long life – he died a few months after Armstrong and Aldrin landed on the moon - and it may well do in hers; but God willing she will hear at first hand what life was like when I was a child; she will learn what has been important to me in my life; and she will not be afraid to talk to me as I feared to approach my grandpa.
If you have prayers to spare, please remember the new grandparents who need to learn their job just as they did when they were new parents.
[image: A line of dots in different colors
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SATURDAY 24TH JANUARY 
Our theme: How to make love grow
[image: A cartoon of a child with his arms open
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   All families and accompanied children, come and join us!
              Stories  Songs  Making things  Refreshments 

[image: A blue and white background with a white cross

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Sir Parick Moore, the well-known TV astronomer, to celebrate his 80th birthday, gave a lecture in a theatre in Sevenoaks, to contemplate the planet Mars. We listened in fascination (while he attempted to master a troublesome slide projector) before concluding that man would reach the planet Mars in the twenty first century if there was peace on earth. 
As a former RAF navigator in Bomber Command, he would be familiar with the moto “Per Ardua ad Astra,” (Through troubles to the Stars) as he applied his skills to finding a terrestrial location by his knowledge of the heavens. We remember his subsequent TV series on “The Sky at Night” with fascinated respect. 
Group Captain Leonard Cheshire VC was an RAF pilot who witnessed the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima from an American B29. We remember his subsequent mission in humanitarian care through caring for the terminally sick in his “Cheshire Homes”. A family member of mine came to Christian faith while being cared for in one of these hospices. 
We now contemplate the future with some foreboding because we do not see peace on earth. The forces of competing nations struggle to maintain what amounts to a dangerous stand-off as we recall the potential weapons of mass destruction which we have cleverly devised. As one who witnessed the testing of these on Christmas Island, I am anxious to see a way of avoiding the inevitable outcome of nuclear escalation.
Sir Patrick Moore made us aware of “the glory of the heavens.” Group Captain Cheshire pointed us to the “Child of Bethlehem” who had already flung the stars into place and had subsequently visited us on a special mission to save the people of planet Earth.  
With hopeful wishes for the new year,
Malcolm 


[image: A wheelbarrow full of gardening tools

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]                           MARGARET’S PAGE
During December I have had a tour of local garden centres. I started at the beginning of the month by going to Gate’s Garden Centre near Oakham. I have a friend who lives in Nottingham and each year we meet there to exchange presents. I used to drive to Nottingham but am now afraid to do so because I do not know how to navigate around the trams. Gate’s is useful as it is roughly halfway between Bourne and Nottingham. We meet at 11a.m. and have coffee in the main restaurant and stay there until lunchtime when we have our main meal and then go to look round the fantastic Christmas decorations and do our shopping. Like most garden centres these days the store sells a huge variety of goods, and I was able to do quite a lot of my Christmas shopping, which was a huge help this year as my fall made it impossible to do much shopping in towns like Stamford or Peterborough. I love going to Gate’s but unfortunately it gets very busy at this time of year so parking can be a problem, as is getting a table in the restaurant, hence our long coffee plus lunch habit.
My next venue was Pennell’s, at Silk Willoughby near Sleaford. It used to be called ‘The Four Seasons’ but changed its name some time ago. It has doubled in size in the last year, which has some advantages and some major disadvantages. It now has a very extensive range of beautiful gifts, for example table accessories with all kinds of decorations on them. I love highland cattle and could now buy pictures of them on tablecloths, tea towels, teapots, cheese dishes, etc, etc.  It has an excellent section of unusual birthday cards, a butchery department and a very good restaurant. The big drawback is that it is not convenient to disabled people who find it difficult to walk far. It used to be possible to pop into the restaurant for a coffee and a snack and the restaurant was just inside the door. Now you have to walk a very long way before you arrive at the restaurant or the toilets. Nevertheless it is very handy for Sleaford where I have a friend I have known since childhood so we met there yesterday to exchange presents and catch up on news.
Today I have used our local garden centre, Waterside, to meet my niece and family who live in Grantham.  This year they have a spectacular display of Christmas decorations and I get most of my birthday cards from there as I love their range of unusual styles and subjects. I am delighted that they were able to reopen after the dreadful floods at the beginning of the year and I use them a lot when buying plants for the garden. But Waterside too has its drawbacks. I do not like their decision to use only cards and I wish they did not have a one-way system.
Despite my likes and dislikes, I would not like to be without our garden centres, which did not exist in my youth. Apart from their official use as places to buy plants they are ideal places for buying presents and for meeting friends and relations. Once upon a time we had places like Debenham’s, C & A or John Lewis but these are no longer available and I am very thankful that we have garden centres to almost replace them.

	
OUR MAD LIFE !
A Presentation by  Bishop  Hall Speers 
on his time as a Bishop in Madagascar
12 noon on Saturday 28th February
Belton Park Golf Club,Londonthorpe Lane, Grantham NG31
£35 welcome drink & lunch
All proceeds to St Denys’ Church, Aswarby
Tickets  07714 690199  or email penherdman@aol.com
Please reply by 11 th February   Bring your friends!


[image: A black and white smiley face
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Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
A hangover is the wrath of grapes.

WHAT, OH WHAT, IS THAT PERSON’S NAME?
Do your New Year Resolutions include the forlorn hope that you will be better at remembering people’s names in 2026?
Many of us – and not only those of the older generation – have difficulty remembering names. It’s not just TV personalities and so on, but people we meet in the street. We know exactly who they are, we see them every week in church or the supermarket, we know what job they do and which school their children go to. But as for their name – it’s a blank.
[image: A light bulb with rays of light

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Help is at hand, however. Not to solve the problem, but at least to name it. ‘Anomic aphasia’ is the clinical name for the inability to remember a name, even when we can remember everything else about someone. 
There is also the strange truth that the cure for anomic aphasia comes spontaneously, often in the middle of the night, when that elusive identity pops unbidden into our memory. We must be sure, of course, to put the light on and write it down, because for sure it will be gone again with the morning light!
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This observation on  the Lord’s Prayer was brought to a Bible Study by Marilyn.  Janetta felt it is worthy of a wider audience.
You cannot say the Lord’s Prayer and even once say I.
You cannot say the Lord’s Prayer and even once say my.
Nor can you say the Lord’s Prayer and not pray for one another
For when you ask for daily bread you must include a sister or brother,
For others are remembered in each and every plea –
From beginning to the end of it, it does not once say me.

Observations on daily life for 2026
Think like a man of action and act like a man of thought.       Henri Bergson
Unless a man has to do more than he can do, he will not do all that he can do.   – Gordon Cooper
It takes a great person to give sound advice tactfully, but a greater to accept it graciously. – J C MacAulay
A gentleman is one who never hurts another’s feelings unintentionally.              – O Herford
Golf is a game that has produced more liars than anything else except the income tax. – Anon
Politics is the career of plundering and blundering. – Disraeli
A reunion is when you meet people your own age who all look a lot older than you. – Anon
Silence: what would follow if the average politician spoke his mind. – Anon
Traffic light:  a green light that changes to red as your car approaches. – Anon
War: a continuation of politics by other means. – Clausewitz
Winter: the time of year when it gets later earlier. – Anon
The puppy
A clergyman was walking down the street when he came upon a group of about a dozen boys, surrounding a small puppy. Concerned lest the boys were hurting it, he went to investigate. One boy explained, “We just found this puppy, and we all want him. So, we’ve decided that whichever one of us can tell the biggest lie will get to take him home.”
The minister was taken aback. “Don’t you boys know it’s a sin to lie? Why, when I was your age, I never told a lie.” There was dead silence for a moment. The minister thought he had got through to them.
Then the smallest boy gave a deep sigh and said, “All right, give him the dog.”


	[image: A group of cereal boxes and cans
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A big THANK YOU to all those who donate to the Food bank with cash or in kind.   Keep the groceries coming in the New Year!  

Currently needed: pasta sauce, tinned meat, coffee, toilet paper, squash, washing powder, UHT milk, shaving foam 

	[image: A cartoon of a person holding a broom
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…and MANY THANKS  also  go to 
       the TEAM CLEANERS                 whose work in keeping the Abbey swept and polished is invaluable.
If you can join them in 2026, armed with a duster, you would be most welcome.   Contact Merryn  (423232) for times.

	
[image: A cup of coffee with a swirly swirl

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] . . . and to all the ladies and gentlemen who provide tea and coffee, cake and biscuits galore, after the main service (and wash up afterwards)   THANK YOU TO YOU TOO!

   If you would like to help, talk to John & Eleanor Boss



[image: A black and white drawing of two heads
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1  Which European country is called Hrvatska in its own language?
2   The liqueur chartreuse can be green or which other colour?
3   What is meant by the Latin term cave canem?
4   What type of animal is a Dorset Horn?
5   Emma Reid is a main character in which daytime TV series?
6   The Meltdown is the title of a sequel to which 2002 animated film?
7   Which US state is known as ‘The Golden State’?
8   The song  Who Wants To Be A Millioniare? first appeared in which 1956 film? 
9    Which river flows through the town of Welshpool?
10   What colour is the background on the Isle of Man’s flag?
11   How many sides does a hendecagon have?
12   Which pandemic disease caused a massive loss of life at the end of WW1?
13   The Pitti Palace museum is located in which European city?
14   What was Lenin’s middle name?
15   Which band performed the song for the James Bond film The World Is Not Enough?
16   Lambeth Bridge joins Lambeth with which London borough?
17   Madelaines cakes are traditionally made in what shape?
18   Who might be referred to as a turnkey?
19   In which country is the Franklin river?
20   What is the seventh book of the Old Testament?

December answers
1  Pakistan   2  1919   3    Dutch   4  Daniel Deronda   5  80th   6  Stan Laurel                    
7    Joe McElderry     8  XXIX9    9  Dial-a-Disc   10  1970s (1976)    11  One Man and His Dog      12  Palk Strait    13  Caesar   14  Overtrick   15   Winnie-the-Pooh          16   The Hague   17   Spider plant   18   The Archers theme tune    19   Carp        20  The moon    
                        
So, it turns out that being an adult is mostly just googling how to do things

WHAT’S ON IN JANUARY
	Saturday 3rd 
	10-12 noon in the Church Hall

	
	Nibble 'n’ Natter   Coffee Morning                                                                          
Book stall, raffle and  refreshments. All welcome.    Proceeds to Church funds. 

	Monday 5th 
	10am in the Abbey

	
	Julian Group – prayer and meditation  

	Wed’day 7th 
	2.15pm in the Church Hall

	
	Mothers’ Union AGM

	Friday 16th 
	At the home of Rev. Sylvia

	
	The Abbey at Home

	Monday 19th 
	Church Hall from 1- 4pm 

	
	Messy Church Preparation

	Saturday 24th 
	2- 4pm in the  Church Hall

	
	Messy Church  for families and accompanied children.  

	Friday 30th 
	10am in the Abbey

	
	Team Clean.    All welcome!




ONE LAST THANK YOU!
Have you seen the beautiful new crib?  It’s so attractive that Father Stephen reckons we could advertise it on AirBNB for the other ten months of the year when it’s not Christmas.  Our admiration and many thanks to Ian Cole for  designing and making it.
[image: Silhouette of a manger with a star
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THE PENULTIMATE PAGE
The  following paragraphs were found by John Riley in a historic copy of the Stamford Mercury. They come from the edition of 1st January 1869. Mr Shadrach Frost, who is  mentioned in the second item, was the organist and choirmaster at the Abbey between 1864 and 1872. 
 
‘Church Decoration. – The fine old Abbey church, the west-end of which is now undergoing a thorough restoration, has been beautifully and appropriately decorated in honor of this season of high christian rejoicing.  Several ladies in the parish, whose taste for the aesthetic appears to be of a very superior character, have, we are informed, been quietly labouring hard at home for some time past in order to accomplish the worthy object which they had at heart.  Where each and every one has done her work so well, it would be altogether out of place to enter into minutia for the purposes of instituting comparisons ; suffice it to say that all who have been engaged in the goodly work have every reason to feel gratified with the general result of their cheerful and voluntary exertions.  We may remark that that unsightly structure, the west-end gallery (for many years a kind of harbour or refuge for some who frequented that sanctuary rather to scoff than to pray – to laugh and talk rather than to listen) has disappeared, and the only regret now expressed by all – save one or two who still cling to the idea that “it was a great pity to disturb the existing state of things” – is that it was not demolished long ago, its removal having made a wonderful improvement in the general appearance of the church.

Concert. – On the 29th ult. a concert was given in the Town-Hall, Bourn, in aid of the fund for the restoration and enlargement of the Abbey church organ.  The vocalists were Miss S. Goodliffe, Miss M. Holmes, Miss J. Reed, Mr. W. Hammer, and Mr. T.C. Carey, assisted by the Bourn church choir ; Mr. C.Pearce presiding at the harmonium, and Mr. S. Frost at the pianoforte.  There was only a small audience, which was no doubt partly attributable to the unfavourable state of the weather, but those present manifested their appreciation of the performances by applause & several encores.’

My thanks to the Stamford Mercury Archive Trust for allowing me to put these January 1869  items into the January magazine of 2026, and to John for faithfully copying out the fine flowing composition, punctuation, spelling and capitalisation for our interest and enjoyment!
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THE ABBEY CHURCH OF ST PETER AND ST PAUL
Church Walk, Bourne PE10 9UQ
what3words:///petrified wrong trees
https://bourneabbey.uk
 
	Vicar
	
	

	Rev. Father Stephen Buckman
	The Vicarage, Church Walk  PE10 9UQ
	

	Please note that the Vicar’s normal rest day is Friday              
	revstephen@btinternet.com              
	01778 782779     07464 728545                                                                 

	Curate
	
	

	Rev. Father Isaac Frisby
	curate@bourneabbey.uk
	07587893966

	Authorised Lay Ministers
	
	

	Jennifer Maclean
	j.maclean36@btinternet.com  
	01778  393590  

	Marilyn Roberts
	marilynroberts17@gmail.com
	07443 599217  

	Churchwardens
	
	

	Jennifer Maclean
	j.maclean36@btinternet.com  
	01778 393590

	Vicky Buckman
	vbuckman@btinternet.com
	07769 804138

	Director of Music
	
	

	John Saunders
	jclementsaunders@gmail.com
	07923 650684

	Treasurer and Ringers
	
	

	Alan Payne
	alanpayne684@gmail.com
	01778 560633

	Safeguarding Officer
	
	

	Karen Key
	karenkey@nhs.net
	07354 668966

	Website Manager
	
	

	Jennifer Maclean
	j.maclean36@btinternet.com  
	01778 393590

	Hall Bookings& Magazine Editor
	
	

	Celia Howes
	celia.howes45@gmail.com
	01778 702627

	Flowers in Church
	
	

	Ann Northen
	mikeann24@sky.com
	01778 423353
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