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Fifth after Easter

A warm welcome to all! Please take this pew sheet home and include
those listed on the reverse in your prayers.

Are you visiting the Abbey today?

If you are a communicant member of your own church, you are invited to
take communion here. If you would prefer to receive a blessing instead,
please come forward holding the service booklet as an indication.
Gluten-free wafers are available — please ask a greeter / the Churchwarden.

Services this week:
Thursday 9 May: Ascension Day 10.00 am — Holy Communion (BCP).
Sunday 12 May: 11.00 am Sung Eucharist.

Tea and coffee continue to be served after the service; do stay and enjoy
Christian fellowship.

Dates for Your Diary

Julian Group, Monday 6 May at 10am, Abbey vestry for 30 minutes of silent
prayer and reflection.

Foodbank. The 8 most-needed items for the Bourne foodbank are: custard
(tinned or carton); shaving gel & razors; squash & fruit juice; tinned fruit;
tinned rice pudding; UHT milk; washing powder/liquid; and washing up
liquid. Please leave donations in the plastic box at the back of the church.
Many thanks.

Wanted! Flower arrangers; if interested please contact Ann Northen on
01778 423353.



Please pray for:

The parish and deanery: for Fr. Stephen Buckman, Fr. Peter Lister,
Rev. Sylvia Rice-Oxley, Rev. Canon David Staples, Bishop Hall and our
Ministry Team.

Peace and goodwill within and between nations: especially for peace and
justice in Ukraine, Yemen, Afghanistan, North and South Sudan, the Holy
Land and for those countries where democracy is being eroded. We also
pray for those in refugee camps for the displaced, wherever they may be.

Those suffering hunger, disease and oppression: especially those people
whose homes have been lost through war, and natural disaster; those
suffering from the shortage of food, water and medicines, particularly in
Syria, Central Africa, North & South Sudan, Yemen, Afghanistan & Somalia.
We pray for those in our own country who are homeless, hungry and in
need of support.

Those in present need.
Those whose illness or recovery is longer-term.
The souls of the recently departed: Maureen Gatenby, Gwen Leverton

and Christine Dunthorne.

Those whose year’s mind falls this week: Philip Hodgson, Carole Kitchener,
Albert Heather, Henry Rose, Norman Ralph, Lillian Johns, Alan Shawley,
Reginald Howlett, Kenneth Norris, Cecilia Byrne.

We welcome the names of those who are ill or awaiting an operation, so
that prayers may be offered for them, and/or a visit arranged.



Prayers and Readings for the Fifth Sunday after Easter

Collect

God our redeemer,

you have delivered us from the power of darkness

and brought us into the kingdom of your Son:

grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,

so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Reading Acts 10:44-48

While Peter was speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the word.
The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, for
they heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said,
‘Can anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have?’ So he ordered them to be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days.

PTO for Gospel Reading and Post Communion Prayer -



Gospel Reading

Alleluia, alleluia.

| am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one;
| was dead, and behold | am alive for evermore.

Alleluia.

John 15:9-17

Jesus said to his disciples: ‘As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you;
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love,
just as | have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. | have
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may
be complete. This is my commandment, that you love one another

as | have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life
for one’s friends.

You are my friends if you do what | command you. | do not call you servants
any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing;
but | have called you friends, because | have made known to you everything
that | have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but | chose you.
And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the
Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another’

Post Communion Prayer

God our Father,

whose Son Jesus Christ gives the water of eternal life:
may we thirst for you,

the spring of life and source of goodness,

through him who is alive and reigns, now and for ever.



