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WORSHIP AT THE ABBEY IN JUNE 

Sunday 2nd 1st  Sunday after Trinity Sung Eucharist CW 11.00am 

Thursday 6th MU Corporate Holy Communion BCP 10.00am 

Sunday  9th 2nd Sunday after Trinity Sung Eucharist CW 11.00am 

Thursday13th   Holy Communion  BCP 10.00am 

Sunday 16th  3rd  Sunday after Trinity Sung Eucharist CW 11.00am 

  Choral Evensong   6.30pm 

Thursday 20th  Holy Communion BCP 10.00am 

Sunday 23rd 4th Sunday after Trinity Sung Eucharist CW 11.00am 

Thursday 27th  Holy Communion BCP 10.00am 

Sunday 30th Patronal Festival Sung Eucharist CW 11.00am 

 

The Abbey is open daily during the hours of daylight 

 for visitors and private prayer. 

 

  We welcome the names of those who are ill or awaiting an operation so 
that    prayers may be offered for them.  We also continue to welcome the 
names of loved ones departed to be inscribed in the Abbey’s Book of 

Remembrance.                                   Contact Churchwarden Jennifer Maclean.  

 

On the cover: 

SS Peter and Paul , our patron saints, whose feast day is 29 June. 

How do you picture these dynamic Christians?  American artist Julie 

Lonnieman sees them like this, and adds : 

 

‘Their voices are heard throughout all the earth: 

their words to the end of the world.’   Psalm 19.v.4 
 

See what tradition says about how they looked on pages 8 and 9. 

For details of our celebrations of their festival, see pages 5 and 6. 
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The Vicar’s Letter 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

In our pilgrimage through life, two adages stand as stark reminders of the dual 

nature of human endeavour: ‘The secret of getting ahead is getting started’ 

and ‘The road to hell is paved with good intentions’. These seemingly 

contradictory statements encapsulate the essence of ambition and action, 

alongside the perils we face as we move towards our ultimate goal. 

‘The secret of getting ahead is getting started’ is a timeless mantra, echoing 

the wisdom that action is the catalyst for progress. Whether embarking on a 

new project, pursuing a passion, or striving for personal growth, the first step 

is often the most crucial. It signifies our willingness to push past inertia, 

overcome fears and embrace the unknown. Each small step forward builds 

momentum, propelling us towards our ambitions. This principle champions 

the power of initiative, reminding us that even the grandest dreams are 

attainable when backed by determined action. 

Yet, amidst the fervour of ambition, lurks the cautionary tale embodied in ‘The 

road to hell is paved with good intentions’. This phrase serves as a sobering 

reminder that noble intentions alone are insufficient to guarantee positive 

outcomes. Despite our best intentions, misguided actions, unintended 

consequences and ethical compromises can lead us astray. Good intentions, 

when disconnected from thoughtful planning and execution, may result in 

unintended harm or failure. It underscores the importance of accountability, 

foresight, and ethical considerations in our pursuit of progress. 

So, how do we reconcile the contrasting perspectives of ambition and 

morality? 

For disciples of Christ, the answer lies in a balanced approach that harmonizes 

action with introspection, empathy and prayer. It involves acknowledging the 

importance of taking that crucial first step while remaining mindful of God’s 

will. It requires humility as we recognize our limitations; it requires openness 

to the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and it demands resilience when God 

chooses to lead us along unfamiliar paths. 
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To harness the secret of getting ahead while avoiding the pitfalls of good 

intentions, we are called to cultivate a mindset that is focused on God alone. 

We are called to understand that God will never want us to dissociate the 

destination of our journey from its impact on others. Such faithful journeying 

will necessitate a commitment to continual prayer and the study of scripture. 

It is by engaging in these spiritual disciplines that we will find ourselves 

empowered in moving forward with integrity and right purpose. 

The dichotomy between ‘The secret of getting ahead is getting started’ and 

‘The road to hell is paved with good intentions’ encapsulates the nuanced 

nature of our Christian calling. While action is essential if progress is to be 

made, it must be guided by the promptings of the Holy Spirit and a genuine 

commitment to following the path God has laid for us. By embracing the 

imperative of action and the reality of our place within God’s wondrous 

creation we will come to navigate the highways and byways of this world with 

clarity, integrity, and compassion. We will bear the Christ-light in a world of 

darkness and division. 

With every blessing to you all, 

Fr Stephen 

 

Spirit of God, powerful and unpredictable as the wind, 

You came upon the followers of Jesus at Pentecost and swept 
them off their feet, so that they found themselves doing what 
they thought they never had it in them to do. 

It is  you who, through all the ages, have fired men and women 
with enthusiasm to tell the good news of Jesus and to serve 
other people in his name. 

Spirit of God, powerful and unpredictable as the wind,   

                come upon us and become the driving force of our  lives. 

 

                   Contemporary Prayers for Public Worship, edited by Caryl Micklem 
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THE ABBEY CHURCH OPEN DAY 

You are invited to visit the church between the hours of 

10am – 4pm on Saturday June 29th 2024 

Interests for all the family, including music via the organ and choir 

Learn about the wonderful medieval building 

Meet Father Stephen Buckman 

Chat to some of those who contribute to the life and work of the Abbey 

Enjoy some quality refreshments 

Please check the church website and Facebook page, 

 which can be found on the cover of this magazine for further 
information and details 

There will be no admission charge,  

but donations welcome  toward the upkeep of the church 

 

 
Don’t just 

 admire  

the outside ! 

 

Come in! 
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CHURCHWARDEN’S CHAT 

Jennifer Maclean adds to the invitation! 

uestion:   What is the link between two crossed keys and a sword?  
There’s a clue on the front cover! 

nswer:  These are the symbols of our patron saints – the crossed keys for 
St. Peter* and the sword for St. Paul**. 

Whether you attend regularly or not, the Abbey is YOUR parish church 
and the aim is, quite literally, to open its doors and invite everyone to 
come inside, meet the Vicar, have a look round and find out more about 
who we are, what we believe and what we do. 

We are planning performances by the organist / choir / band. There will be 
stewards on hand to answer questions, a quiz for our younger visitors, 
and refreshments will be available. 

So come and find out what is going on in your parish church! It is not just 
there for baptisms, weddings, funerals and Sundays.     

         *Matthew 16, verses 18&19 – “You are Peter and on this rock I will 
build my church……I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven.” 

         **(Ephesians 6:17) - “Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of 
the Spirit, which is the word of God” (NSRV).  

Another reason why St. Paul is often depicted carrying a sword is because 
of a long-standing tradition of depicting martyred saints with the 
instrument of their death. 

ST. PETER, ‘THE ROCK’ 

St Peter (d. c. 64AD), originally called Simon, was a married 

fisherman from Bethsaida, near the Sea of Galilee. He met 

Jesus through his brother, Andrew. Jesus gave him the name 

of Cephas (Peter) which means rock. Peter is always named 

first in the list of apostles. He was one of the three apostles 

who were privileged to witness the Transfiguration, the 

raising of the daughter of Jairus, and the Agony in the 

Garden. 

Q 
A 
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When Peter made his famous confession of faith, that Jesus was the Christ, 

Jesus recognised it as being the result of a revelation from the Father. He in 

turn told Peter that he would be the rock on which His Church would be built, 

that the ‘gates of hell’ would never prevail against it. Peter and the apostles 

would have the power of ‘binding and loosing’, but Peter would be personally 

given ‘the keys of the kingdom of heaven’.  Jesus also forewarned Peter of his 

betrayal and subsequent strengthening of the other apostles.  After His 

Resurrection, Jesus appeared to Peter before the other apostles, and later 

entrusted him with the mission to feed both the lambs and the sheep of 

Christ’s flock. 

Peter played a big part in the early Church, and he is mentioned many times in 

the Book of Acts, where in the early chapters he organised the choice of 

Judas’ successor, preached with stirring authority at Pentecost; and was the 

very first apostle to work a miracle. Peter went on to defend the apostles’ right 

to teach at the Sanhedrin, and to condemn Ananias and Sapphira. It was Peter 

who first realised that Christianity was also for the Gentiles, after his meeting 

with Cornelius. Later he took a prominent part in the council at Jerusalem and 

went on to clash with St Paul at Antioch for hesitating about eating with 

Gentiles. 

Early tradition links Peter with an apostolate and martyrdom at Rome. The 

New Testament does not tell us either way, but Peter being in Rome would 

make sense, especially as Peter’s first epistle refers to ‘Babylon’, which was 

usually identified with Rome. Peter’s presence in Rome is mentioned by early 

church fathers such as Clement of Rome and Irenaeus. Tradition also tells us 

that Peter suffered under Nero and was crucified head-downwards. There is no 

conclusive proof either way that St Peter’s relics are at the Vatican, but it is 

significant that Rome is the only city that ever claimed to be Peter’s place of 

death. 

St Peter was a major influence on Mark when writing his gospel, and the First 

Epistle of Peter was very probably his. (Many scholars believe that the Second 

Epistle was written at a later date.) 

From very early times Peter was invoked by Christians as a universal saint. He 

was the heavenly door-keeper, the patron of the Church and the papacy, a 

saint both powerful and accessible. 

In England there were important dedications to Peter from early times: 

monasteries such as Canterbury, Glastonbury, Malmesbury, Peterborough, 

Lindisfarne, Whitby, Wearmouth, and especially Westminster. Cathedrals 

were named after him, too: York, Lichfield, Worcester and Selsey. In all, it 
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has been calculated that 1,129 pre-Reformation churches were dedicated to St 

Peter, and another 283 to SS Peter and Paul together. 

Images of Peter are innumerable, but his portraiture remains curiously the 

same: a man with a square face, a bald or tonsured head, and a short square, 

curly beard. Not surprisingly, his chief emblem is a set of keys, sometimes 

along with a ship or fish. 

 

      ST. PAUL, APOSTLE TO THE GENTILES 

Like Peter, Paul (d. c. 65) also started life with another 

name: Saul. This great apostle to the Gentiles was a 

Jew born in Tarsus and brought up by Gamaliel as a 

Pharisee.  So keen was he to defend the god of his 

fathers that he became a persecutor of Christianity, and 

even took part in the stoning of Stephen. He hunted 

Christians down and imprisoned them, and it was 

while on his way to persecute more Christians in 

Damascus that he was suddenly given his vision of 

Christ. 

It was the decisive moment of Paul’s life – Paul suddenly realised that Jesus 

was truly the Messiah, and the Son of God, and that He was calling Paul to 

bring the Christian faith to the Gentiles. Paul was then healed of his temporary 

blindness, baptised, and retired to Arabia for about three years of prayer and 

solitude, before returning to Damascus. 

From then on Paul seems to have lived a life full of hazard and hardship. He 

made many Jewish enemies, who stoned him, and wanted to kill him. 

Nevertheless, Paul made three great missionary journeys, first to Cyprus, then 

to Asia Minor and eastern Greece, and lastly to Ephesus, where he wrote        

1 Corinthians, then to Macedonia and Achaia, where he wrote Romans, before 

returning to Jerusalem. 

After stonings, beatings and imprisonment in Jerusalem he was sent to Rome 

for trial as a Roman citizen. On the way he was shipwrecked at Malta; when 

he finally reached Rome he was put under house-arrest for two years, during 

which time he wrote the four ‘captivity’ epistles. Later Paul may have 

revisited Ephesus and even have reached Spain.  Tradition tells he was 

eventually martyred at Rome during the persecution of Nero, being beheaded  
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(as a Roman citizen) at Tre Fontane and buried where the basilica of St Paul 

‘outside the walls’ now stands. 

The belief that Peter and Paul died on the same day was caused by their 

sharing the same feast day. 

Paul was not only a tireless missionary, but a great thinker. His epistles played 

a major part in the later development of Christian theology. Paul’s key ideas 

include that Redemption is only through faith in Christ, who abrogated the old 

Law and began the era of the Spirit; that Christ is not just the Messiah, but the 

eternal, pre-existent Son of God, exalted after the Resurrection to God’s right-

hand; that the Church is the (mystical) body of Christ; that the believers live in 

Christ and will eventually be transformed by the final resurrection. 

It is difficult to overemphasise the influence of Paul on Christian thought and 

history:  he had a major effect on Augustine, Thomas Aquinas, Luther, Calvin 

and others. In art, Paul is depicted as small in stature, bald and bandy-legged, 

with a long face, long nose and eyebrows meeting over deep-set eyes. His 

usual emblems are a sword and a book.  In England he was never as popular 

as St Peter, and ancient English churches dedicated to him alone number only 

43. 

The history of the relics of Peter and Paul is not very clear. Tradition says that 

Peter was buried at the Vatican and Paul on the Ostian Way under his basilica. 

Certainly, both apostles were venerated from very early times both in the 

Liturgy and in private prayers, as testified by Greek and Latin graffiti in the 

catacombs of the early 3rd century. 

 

From the Abbey’s Book of Remembrance for June 

 5th Geoffrey Moorhouse  :       7th   Phyllis Cope   :   Elizabeth Fels                          
8th James York   :    Doreen Newell   :   10th    Sheila Lee                                                       
11th Patricia Crosby   :    Ian Darby      

13th William Hewitt   :    Albert Cheetham   :   14th    Phyllis Sinfield 
15th Janet Staples   :   Guy Cudmore   :    16th   Howard Bostock,  
18th Phyllis Sheffield   :   24th  Anthony Saunders 
26th Christina Davies   :    27th    Olwen Hughes   :   28th   Adrian Todd 
29th  John Stennett   :    Brenda Read   :   30th   John Cushen 
 

May the souls of the departed, through the mercy of God, 
rest in peace and rise in glory. 
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Margaret’s Page  
 
When I was a child, I went to a church primary school. One of the 
highlights of the year was Ascension Day when we had a special 

Assembly in the morning and then had the rest of the day off. When I moved up to 
secondary school I missed my Ascension Day holiday.  I was delighted when I went to 
a Church of England training college (primary school teachers in those days didn’t 
usually go to university) and found that Ascension Day was marked by a service in the 
chapel and a coach trip to the Norfolk Broads; I had my special day’s holiday back. 

The first three schools I taught at were church schools and for many years the school 
governors were allowed to give us three days holiday each year, always including 
Ascension Day. Teachers looked forward to this as much as children and I always tried 
to go somewhere special, usually to the seaside. But then Kenneth Baker became 
Minister of Education and stopped all governors’ holidays.  Instead he invented Baker 
Days, training days for teachers, when the teachers still had to work but the children 
had a day off, usually at the end of a main holiday, and with no religious significance. 

When I retired, I reinstituted Ascension Day holidays for myself. I always go to church 
in the morning but, whenever possible, I go somewhere special afterwards. This year I 
went to Barnsdale Bluebell Wood, beside Rutland Water. It was a beautiful, sunny day 
and I was in time to enjoy the bluebells; they were past their best but I was still able to 
enjoy them. I walked along the path, stopping at each seat for a rest, and revelling in 
the peace of the woodland and surrounded by birdsong. I heard two woodpeckers 
drumming but sadly no cuckoos. I had intended to walk as far as the café at the end of 
the path, but my legs decided it wasn’t practical so I had to manage without the ice 
cream I had intended to have. Nevertheless I had a lovely day and celebrated 
Ascension Day in style.  

If any readers do not know about Barnsdale Wood, it is very easy to find. Follow the road 
from Stamford towards Oakham, turning off at the sign for Barnsdale. Follow the sign 
to the lakeside, stopping to buy a parking ticket at the machine.( £4 for 3 hours.) Drive 
on past the sign to the car park beside the water and enter the wood. At the entrance 
there is a sign which I have never seen anywhere else – it tells you that dogs are 
welcome to walk without a lead so long as they keep to the main footpath. As far as I 
remember the café is about a mile away. Bluebell time is the best time to go, but it is 
lovely at any time. 

There are many occasions when I think I was lucky to be born in ‘the good old days’ 
when children grew up appreciating the important things in life without being ruled by 
smartphones and other technology. When I was only five years old, I knew the story of 
Ascension Day and why it was so important that it merited a special holiday. 
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Midsummer  
   Melodies 

 

A Glebe Singers concert with music for everyone 

 

Saturday 15th June 

7.30pm 

Abbey Church Hall, Bourne 

 

Tickets Adults £10 / Children (U16) Free  

Includes a drink and light refreshments  

Available from:- 01778 423232 Choir members  

and on the door 

 

Concert in aid of Glebe Singers  

and Bourne Abbey Church Funds 
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Worship and culture 

Correspondence with partners 

in mission in the Far East 

included this picture from a 

cathedral in Malaysia. 

 

My correspondent writes: 

The Arts are very important to 

the indigenous tribal peoples of 

Sabah, and the neighbouring 

province, Sarawak. Ornate 

beaded or intricately woven 

traditional costumes and 

headdresses are still very much 

part of life - worn on high days 

and holidays, weddings and the 

like. The dancers in black 

would have been doing 

traditional dance, very much 

part of weddings, harvest 

celebrations, welcoming ceremonies etc. each tribal group has their own 

dances, music style etc. - these in your picture would be Kadazan Dusun. The 

dance is most likely the Sumazau. They have also written Christian worship 

songs in their own languages and music styles. 

 

I note with interest that the dance theme is reflected in the murals of the 

cathedral, notably well placed here in the layout of this page. The wall space 

of the modern building gives space for such expression. The Abbey may lack 

wall space, but where are the spaces in our environment to share images of 

spiritual and artistic interest? Maybe the pages of this magazine can give the 

space, especially when page layout helps the story. 

With hopeful interest, 

Malcolm 
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THE JUNE QUIZ 

1     In what decade was the Highway Code first printed in colour?                             

2    The town of Alberobello lies in which Italian region?                                                 

3    What is the name of the record label that was the original home of                    

the Happy Mondays?                                                                                                                             

4    Air Baltic is based in which European Country?                                                            

5    Which German football plays home games at Signal Iduna Park?                                        

6    For how many years was Wiiliam IV king of Great Britain and Ireland?                  

7    What is henbane?                                                                                                                       

8     Who played Tom Jones in the 1963 film of the same name?                                   

9     UK Prime Minister was assassinated in what year?                                                 

10   “Midnight creeps so slowly into the hearts of men who need more than they 

get” is a lyric from which 1979 song?                                                                                

11   What is the literal meaning of the French term faux pas?                                      

12   If the Norse version is Freya, which goddess is the Greek version?                     

13    Which country’s flag features a lion holding a sword?                                           

14    Malvolio acts as steward to which character in Twelfth Night?                           

15    In which decade was the Liberal party formed in the UK?                                    

16    Who was the first US president to be awarded the Nobel Peace Prize?            

17    What is the national motto of Greece?                                                                        

18    Dick Clement and Ian la Frenais created which 1960s sitcom set in Newcastle 

upon Tyne?                                                                                                                             

19   Complete the title of the R M Ballantyne novel The Coral   --------                                                                                                                                                            

20  Which fruit used  to be called a melonette? 

 

AY ANSWERS 

1   The Worst Witch     2  Denmark     3  The Poenix Club     4  Valencia                       

5  John Aitchison     6  Golf     7  Rebecca Ferguson     8  Nickname     9  

Filippo Brunelleschi    10  1980s  (1980)     11  Three     12  Six             

13  Three million      14  Tattenham Corner     15  Busted     16  Ted Shackelford      

17  Iris     18  4300     19  Polar vortex     20  Runnymede 

Mother-in-law    (Peter’s M-I-L is one of the most famous unnamed 

women in the Bible.  See Matt 8.14) 

Young man, asked to describe his mother-in-law: “Generally speaking, 

she’s generally speaking.” 

J     

M 
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Father’s Day is on Sunday 16th June. With that in mind…. 

I had some words with my wife, and she had some paragraphs with me. – 

Sigmund Freud 

I took the wife’s family out for tea and biscuits. They weren’t too happy 

about having to give blood though. – Les Dawson 

 

With the Abbey’s new sound system, this could not happen here! 

The vicar at our local church experienced some technical problems with 

the sound system one Sunday. Instead of starting the service as usual 

with ‘The Lord be with you’, he said: “There’s something wrong with the 

microphone.” 

Not hearing this, the congregation responded: “And also with you.” 
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WHAT’S ON IN JUNE 
 

Saturday 1st from 10 – 12 noon in the Hall  

            NIBBLE & NATTER 

Stalls to include Books, Raffle and Refreshments. Proceeds to Abbey Church 

Funds.  All very welcome 

 

Monday 3rd from 10 to 10.30am                          JULIAN GROUP   

Prayer, music  and meditation   

 

Wednesday 5th at 2.15 in the Hall   MOTHERS’ UNION 

The speaker will be Faith Co-ordinator, Kate Brown. 

 

Wednesdays 5th and 19th at noon in the Hall 

          THE ABBEY LUNCHEON CLUB 

 

Saturday 15th in the Hall at 7.30pm     MIDSUMMER MELODIES 

See page 11 

 

Wednesday 19th from 2 – 4pm in the Hall    

        KNIT & SEW FRIENDSHIP  GROUP            

      

Friday 21st from 10 – 11.30am     THE  ABBEY AT HOME   

Rev Sylvia Rice Oxley invites you for fellowship, discussion and prayer.   

 

Saturday 29th between 10am and 4pm   

THE ABBEY CHURCH OPEN DAY !                   
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The Abbey and Parish Church of Ss. Peter & Paul  

                                                                                Church Walk, Bourne PE10 9UQ 

  

        Vicar                       The Revd Father Stephen Buckman 

                                     The Vicarage, Church Walk, Bourne PE10 9UQ 

            revstephen@btinternet.com            01778 782779 

 Please note that the vicar’s normal rest day is Friday            07464 728545    

 Associate Priest  

The Revd. Father Peter Lister SSC  

                                               pwr.lister@btinternet.com         01778 423730  

Authorised Lay Ministers  

Jennifer Maclean  j.maclean36@btinternet.com  01778 393590  

Marilyn Roberts  marilynroberts17@gmail.com  07443 599217  

Churchwarden      

Jennifer Maclean  j.maclean36@btinternet.com  01778 393590  

Director of Music      

John Saunders  jclementsaunders@gmail.com  07923650684  

Deputy: Peter Page   p.e.page16@gmail.com  01778 393031  

Treasurer and Ringers      

Alan Payne  alanpayne684@gmail.com  01778 560633  

Safeguarding Officer      

Karen Key  karenkey@nhs.net  07354668966  

Website Manager      

Jennifer Maclean  j.maclean36@btinternet.com  01778 393590  

Hall Bookings & Magazine Editor  

Celia Howes  celia.howes45@gmail.com  01778 702627  

Flowers in Church      

Ann Northern  mikeann24@sky.com  01778 423353  
  

TO FIND THIS MAGAZINE ONLINE:  

Go to:  www.bourneabbey.uk    Hover over ‘news’, select  ‘Parish magazine’ 

 

This church is not just four weddings and a funeral! 

 

http://www.bourneabbey.uk/
http://www.bourneabbey.uk/
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